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R and D Projects 

Call for proposals 

 

The call for proposals is open the whole year round. 

The main criteria required from the projects to be eligible for FNS support are given in this 

document : 

 

Project application and funding rules  

Main objectives of the FNS/FFN Foundation 

• Support joint R & D projects where French and Norwegian industrial firms are main partners  

• R & D projects have to lead to processes and products with industrial applications  

• Connect French and Norwegian industry partners  

• Organise workshops and seminars  

• Promote cooperation between French and Norwegian researchers and industrialists  

Research priorities 

• aquaculture and food industry  

• biotechnology and biomedical industry  

• informatics and information technology  

• environmental technologies and energy  

• marine science and technology  

• material science and technology  

• oil and gas exploration and production  

 

Requirements for proposal and project funding 

 

The French-Norwegian Foundation promotes long-lasting French/Norwegian cooperation through 

the financing of joint R&D projects in which both industry and research institutes/universities are 

involved with the aim of creating cooperation lasting beyond the project-period. 

 

� At least one French and one Norwegian industrial company should be partner. Preference is 

given to small and medium enterprises (as defined by the EU standards). A subsidiary of a foreign 

company having only manufacturing or commercial activities in France does not qualify for 

support on the French side.  

 

� Applicants (at least one on each side) are required to be members of FNS/FFN. The applicants 

can become members at the time of submitting the proposal. 

 



� The proposals shall demonstrate that the project is of interest for all participants in the project 

and contribute to the goals of FNS/FFN, including enhancing French-Norwegian industry 

cooperation. 

 

� The scientific, technical, industrial and economic aspects of the project shall be clearly identified 

and the planned R & D activities shall identify the technological solutions having potential for 

industrial applications and marketing. The proposal (application form and project description) 

shall include a business plan dealing with the exploitation of the results. 

 

� The proposal shall give a short description including the type of organisation for each partner. 

 

� When large enterprises and research organisations are partners, exchange of research scientists, 

either post-doctoral fellows or graduate students, should be considered. If possible, the project 

shall also provide for such educational exchange. 

 

� The maximum level of funding from the Norwegian and French public institutions or programs 

(including FNS/FFN) cannot exceed 50% of the projects costs. 

 

� Project support can be obtained for a maximum of 3 years. FNS/FFN usually approves the project 

for one year, stating an intention of funding the subsequent year(s), subject to FNS/FFN having 

enough funds and the project reaching the milestones agreed to upon signature of the contract. 

 

� "High risk" projects and projects with long term horizon qualify for funding. FNS/FFN funding is 

usually limited to the first phase of such long-term research. 

 

• A consortium agreement governing the relationship between the project participants must be 

drawn up and signed before the parties enter into a contract with the Foundation. This 

agreement shall state that the parties agree on the ownership and sharing of any rights and 

products resulting from the project. The intention of this principle is to ensure that the 

collaborative parties have clarified all questions and issues related to implementation of the 

results of the project. The agreement should also cover the relationship to researchers 

participating in or working for the project. 

 

� The Foundation also supports pilot studies and feasibility studies, including finding new and 

suitable partners, establishing agreements and working out joint R&D program and pilot studies 

for future EU or EUREKA programs.  

 

� The Foundation can also support workshops and seminars contributing to the main objectives of 

the Foundation. 

 

� An annual report must be submitted. A final report including three slides with results achieved 

must be submitted within three months after the project is finished. 

 

 

Evaluation of project application 

• The Secretariat determines whether the application is eligible on the basis of the above 

requirements.  



• Evaluation of the project is to start immediately after the project proposal has been received 

provided the partnership meets the R&D public funding requirements in France and Norway. 

In the opposite case a partnership change has to be carried out before starting any 

procedure.  

• In Norway, the application is evaluated by an expert from the Research Council of Norway 

and/or an external referee, using the existing databases at the Council.  

• In France, the FFN Secretariat determines the scope and character of the proposed work and 

the main features of the partnership. The application is then evaluated by an external 

referee. During that period, the project is sent to the relevant ministry(ies) and funding 

agency(ies) who identify the possible sources of funding. The FFN Secretariat follows up so 

that replies on the evaluation are in place within the agreed time frame (see section below).  

• In cases where the application fits into another specific programme (for example, the 

EUREKA Program), the applicants should be informed of this immediately and given advice 

on application procedures and deadlines.  

• The French and Norwegian Secretariats prepare a recommendation for the FNS/FFN Board 

on the technical merit of the proposal and the level of funding.  

Target response time from FNS/FFN 

• The FNS/FFN Board meets twice a year, normally in April and October. The target time for 

project evaluation is a maximum of three months. Although the call for proposals has no 

fixed deadline, the practical deadline is January 1 for a decision at the Board meeting in April 

and August 1 for the October Board meeting.  

• If needed, final decisions can be taken between meetings.  

 

Reporting to the Board 

• The application, together with the evaluation prepared in France and Norway, are provided 

to the Board.  

• For each application, the Secretariate state its assessment of eligibility, merit and relevance, 

and makes a recommendation with respect to funding. If relevant, the Secretariate suggests 

alternative steps that should be taken before a final decision can be made.  

• On this basis, the Board decides whether the project is approved, rejected, postponed to the 

next meeting or is to be approved between meetings. When funding cannot be found, the 

project should be rejected.  

• If the Board has decided to delay a decision between meetings, the Secretariate shall seek 

approval from the Chairman and Vice-Chairman of FNS/FFN before final decision is sent to 

the applicants, unless otherwise decided by the Board.  

• In the case of a rejection, the reason for rejection shall be given to the applicants.  



Funding 

In Norway the project will be financed as a grant by the Foundation. In France funding is 

provided from various sources such as Ministries (Industry, Research), Agencies (National 

Research Agency, OSEO Innovation, ADEME) and through Programs such as EUREKA entitled 

to back R and D activities in the international level. 

 

Further administrative information  

1. For giving FNS the required information about the scientific, technical, industrial and 

economic frame and challenges of the work, proposers have to use the FNS/FFN application 

form and to attach a comprehensive project description in English. 

Industrial applications of the project outcomes being considered as a main criterium for 

funding, it is recommended also to join to the proposal a plan (business plan) dealing with 

the results exploitation. The ownership of any physical and intellectual property resulting 

from the project will be shared between the parties on an equitable basis pursuant to the 

FNS provisions and should give size later to a written agreement. 

2. The application form and the "Guide for project proposal form with attachment" can be 

downloaded or on demand to the FNS secretariat at the following addresses : 

in Norway 

Fransk-Norsk Stiftelse 

c/o The Research Council of Norway 

Postboks 2700 St. Hanshaugen 

N-0131 OSLO 

Phone (+ 47) 22 03 7048 

Fax (+ 47) 22 03 7001 

Mobile (+47) 98 22 35 63 

rab@rcn.no 

 

 

 

in France 

Fondation Franco-Norvegienne 

c/o IFP Energies nouvelles 

1 & 4, avenue de Bois Préau 

F-92852 RUEIL MALMAISON Cedex 

Daniel Decroocq 

Phone (+33) 1 47 52 65 49 

Fax (+33) 1 47 52 72 04 

roxana.madec@ifpenergiesnouvelles.fr 

 
 



 

Guide for filling in the application form with attachment 

  

Administrative data 

As general rule, the main partners are the industrial firms which are responsible for the 

project in each country. The contact persons are the persons who can provide FFN and other 

interested partners with detailed information concerning the project. Give their names and 

addresses and list also the other participants in addition to the main partners. Specify the 

duration of the project and characterize the technological area involved with 3 or 4 key 

words. 

Project title  

Choose a short title not exceeding 64 characters that describes the project. It is highly 

recommended to choose an acronym for short identification purpose. Whenever a Eureka 

process is engaged the acronym must be the same. 

Project description including objectives 

Describe the objectives and identify the main milestones of the project. Choose objectives 

which can easily be checkable and that can be expressed in as much quantitative terms as 

possible. Avoid general reflections. 

 

Normally the space under this heading will contain a summary of the enclosed project 

description. It will be possible to use this summary as it stands in a project catalogue which 

will also be sent out to readers having no specialized knowledge. The summary should be 

written with this in mind. 

 

� Research and technical challenges  

� Precise the technical bottlenecks which remain to be solved for securing the project 

success. 

� Market demand and industrial prospects 

� State the proposer's evaluation of the market potential should the project succeed 

and join to the proposal a Business Plan. 

� Budget data  

 



FFN/FNS funding State the cash support you apply for through FFN/FNS. 

State the cost and funding plan of the project divided per annum per partner. Cost plan and 

funding plan should show the same amount.  

 

Please change “Institution A, B, C” with the name of the partner. You can add more partners 

if relevant. Both tables must include figures from all partners.  

 

For French participants only : As far as R&D projets are concerned, French participants 

cannot obtained funding directly FFN/FNS. They have to apply to the most appropriate 

French public funding agency ( i.e. ANR , OSEO, ADEME, etc). FFN/FNS French Secretariat can 

help the Main participant in selecting such an agency. It is also recommended, if relevant, to 

apply to EUREKA in parallel and in close coordination with French Secretariat. 

The cash support, if any, you apply for through any French public agency must be stated in 

the box FFN/FNS funding 

 

Project description (attachment) 

In the project description (separate attachment) detailed information concerning the 

professional and administrative aspects of the project must be provided. A more detailed 

information about the project can be included in the attachment if necessary.  

Please have in mind that in principle, the applicant has a free hand as regards disposition 

and content but when evaluating proposals for new projects FFN/FNS attaches importance 

to the items listed in the last page of the application form.  

 


